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 __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Daily Summary 

 

We started our northern adventure in 

Winnipeg, where some of the group 

had arrived early and were able to 

take advantage of a day of birding 

prior to the official trip. It was a 

beautiful day, and it quickly became 

apparent that there were many owls 

around this year, as we finished the 

short day with six Great Grey Owls, 

three Snowy Owls and a Northern 

Hawk Owl – a good sign. After 

everyone arrived, we had our first 

dinner and discussed our game plan 

as the weather looked iffy for the next 

couple of days.  

  

We awoke to high winds and snow 

and decided to search for Snowy Owls before the snow became too intense. We were met with success 

just 40 minutes out of town, where we found several Snowy Owls hunkered down near the road – 

including a stunning all-white adult male, difficult to see against the snowsqualls! Another highlight was 

several coveys of Grey Partridges, an introduced gamebird here in Manitoba. Eventually we made our 

way out of the snow and into the town of Steinbach. Here we enjoyed a hearty lunch and then headed 

into the forest, searching for a recent burn that had been attracting woodpeckers. It did not take us long 

to locate two stunning male Black-backed Woodpeckers that 

proved cooperative in the scope for several minutes, giving us 

all lengthy views of this scarce boreal specialty! We then began 

the long and tedious drive back to Winnipeg, whose roads had 

become slick with ice. Our lovely dinner at the Chop Steakhouse 

that evening tasted even better after a long day!  
  

We were met with similarly terrible conditions the following 

day, and it took us a long time to get to our first birding spot 

northeast of town. Here our valiant efforts were rewarded with a 

Northern Hawk Owl, that gave splendid views as it attempted to 

capture an unseen prey item multiple times, while being blown 

about violently on its exposed perch. The Great Grey Owls were 

conspicuous by their absence, preferring to stop hunting 

completely when they cannot hear due to the wind. We had lunch 

nearby and began yet another long journey towards Hecla, 

stopping briefly when an adult Northern Goshawk flew over the 

cars and came back for a few seconds – a great bird! We had an 

uneventful ride to Hecla as we tried to beat the weather, and 

luckily got out of the worst of it.   

  

Snowy Owl by Lev Frid 

Black-backed Woodpecker by Lev Frid 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/canadian-arctic/18/


Trip Report – Canada - Manitoba: Northern Owls I       3

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                         View more tours to Canada  

 

The following day turned out to be a gorgeous 

one, with little wind and much sun. The parkway 

at Hecla was quiet in the morning, only with a 

few flyover redpolls and Pine Grosbeaks, and a 

very cooperative Ruffed Grouse foraging in the 

top of a balsam poplar and giving great scope 

views. We had lunch at the lovely (but slow) 

Lighthouse Restaurant, and had a decision to 

make afterwards, as the following day, which 

provided our best chance for Great Grey Owls, 

looked to be a complete write-off thanks to yet 

another winter storm, with a province-wide wind 

and snowfall warning. We decided to take a 

chance and drive outside of the park, to a nearby 

logging road which looked like it had potential 

for owls. I was quick to notice the distinctive 

“loaf of bread” shape in a distant treeline, and 

before long everyone was enjoying a fantastic Great Grey Owl through the scope. We watched the bird 

change perches several times, but it never did come close enough for photographs. We got back into the 

vehicles and not 200 metres down the road there was another Great Grey Owl! This one did not leave 

anything to be desired, and everyone was beaming from ear to ear during this close encounter. On our 

way back out, we found yet another Great Grey Owl right 

at the side of the road, which was beautiful in the last 

golden hour light. A risk worth taking!  

  

We had a leisurely breakfast as we knew our commute was 

going to be slow through the blizzard. We had lunch along 

the way and discovered that luckily the road had been 

cleared through Riding Mountain, so at least we got to 

enjoy the scenery before arriving to the resort. We met with 

some weary travellers who had been trapped at the resort 

because of the blizzard – the highways going into Winnipeg 

were shut down! We had some time after settling down to 

go for a cruise, which ended up being successful in finding 

a Boreal Chickadee, but not the hoped-for Boreal Owl.   

  

Our final day started with yet another intense blizzard. We 

attempted to make it back to Winnipeg in time for our covid 

tests and elected to leave early. We saw some Snow 

Buntings on the road prior to being privy to some complete 

whiteout conditions, which closed large sections of the 

highway. Luckily, we made it back to Winnipeg in time for 

everyone to have a quick lunch and get their COVID tests. 

After having passed through several blizzards, black ice 

and terrible road conditions, the van finally surrendered to 

the worst winter ever recorded in Manitoba and got stuck – 

luckily, it was in the parking lot of the hotel! Some help 

Northern Hawk Owl by Lev Frid 

Great Grey Owl by Lev Frid 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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from a stranger freed the van and we enjoyed a lovely dinner where we reminisced about our successful 

owling adventure – despite some wild weather! 

 

Canada - Manitoba: Northern Owls I 2022 

 

Annotated List of species recorded 

Note: Number in brackets ( ) indicate number of days on the tour the species was recorded. 

 

List powered through the report generator of our partner iGoTerra. 

 

Birds (23 in total: 23 seen) 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2018. IOC World Bird List (v 8.2). 

 

 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

 

Pheasants & Allies Phasianidae 

Ruffed Grouse    Bonasa umbellus 

(1) 1 en route 17.2. 

Grey Partridge    Perdix perdix 

(2) 15 Brunkild 15.2 and 4 en route 18.2. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles Accipitridae 

Northern Goshawk    Accipiter gentilis 

(1) 1 Agassiz Provincial Forest 16.2. 

Bald Eagle    Haliaeetus leucocephalus washingtoniensis 

(2) 1 Brunkild 15.2 and 1 en route 17.2. 

 

Owls Strigidae 

Snowy Owl    Bubo scandiacus 

(1) 8 Brunkild 15.2. 

Great Grey Owl    Strix nebulosa nebulosa 

(1) 3 en route 17.2. 

Northern Hawk-owl    Surnia ulula caparoch 

(1) 1 Agassiz Provincial Forest 16.2. 

 

Woodpeckers Picidae 

Black-backed Woodpecker    Picoides arcticus 

(1) 1 Sandilands Provincial Forest 15.2. 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/canadian-arctic/18/
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Hairy Woodpecker    Leuconotopicus villosus 

(2) 1 en route 17.2 and 1 en route 18.2. 

 

Crows, Jays Corvidae 

Blue Jay    Cyanocitta cristata bromia 

(3) 1 en route 15.2, 1 en route 17.2 and 1 en route 18.2. 

Black-billed Magpie    Pica hudsonia 

(5) Observed en route 15-19.2. 

American Crow    Corvus brachyrhynchos 

(2) en route 15.2 and en route 19.2. 

Northern Raven    Corvus corax 

Observed 5 days in total. 

 

Tits, Chickadees Paridae 

Black-capped Chickadee    Poecile atricapillus 

(3) en route 15.2, en route 16.2 and en route 19.2. 

Boreal Chickadee    Poecile hudsonicus 

(1) 1 en route 18.2. 

 

Nuthatches Sittidae 

Red-breasted Nuthatch    Sitta canadensis 

(1) 1 en route 18.2. 

White-breasted Nuthatch    Sitta carolinensis 

(2) 1 Brunkild 15.2 and 1 en route 17.2. 

 

Starlings, Rhabdornis Sturnidae 

Common Starling    Sturnus vulgaris vulgaris 

(3) en route 15.2, en route 18.2 and en route 19.2. 

 

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches Passeridae 

House Sparrow    Passer domesticus domesticus 

(3) en route 15.2, en route 18.2 and en route 19.2. 

 

Finches Fringillidae 

Pine Grosbeak    Pinicola enucleator 

(1) en route 15.2. 

Common Redpoll    Acanthis flammea 

(1) 1 en route 17.2. 

Two-barred Crossbill    Loxia leucoptera leucoptera 

(1) 15 en route 17.2. 
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Mammals (2 in total: 2 seen) 

 

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced 

 

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

 

Deer Cervidae 

White-tailed Deer (LC)  Odocoileus virginianus borealis 

(2) 1 Brunkild 15.2 and 5 en route 19.2. 

 

Squirrels Sciuridae 

American Red Squirrel (LC)  Tamiasciurus hudsonicus 

(3) en route 15.2, en route 17.2 and en route 18.2. 
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